
                             LAND USE APPLICATION 
                         CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST 
                             Supplemental Information: 
                   NURSING HOME, CONVALESCENT HOME, 
                                   RETIREMENT HOME 
 

Conditional Use: EFU, RSC, SR, SR-1A           
 
In addition to the General Criteria and Conditions set forth in Article 6.020 and 6.030 the following 
additional standards are required by the County and State: 
 
"Residential facility" means a residential care, residential training or residential treatment facility, 
as those terms are defined in ORS 443.400, licensed or registered under ORS 443.400 to 
443.460 or licensed under ORS 418.205 to 418.327 by the Department of Human Services that 
provides residential care alone or in conjunction with treatment or training or a combination 
thereof for six to fifteen individuals who need not be related. Staff persons required to meet 
licensing requirements shall not be counted in the number of facility residents, and need not be 
related to each other or to any resident of the residential facility.  
 
"Residential home" means a residential treatment or training or an adult foster home licensed by 
or under the authority of the department, as defined in ORS 443.400, under ORS 443.400 to 
443.825, a residential facility registered under ORS 443.480 to 443.500 or an adult foster home 
licensed under ORS 443.705 to 443.825 that provides residential care alone or in conjunction 
with treatment or training or a combination thereof for five or fewer individuals who need not be 
related. Staff persons required to meet licensing requirements shall not be counted in the 
number of facility residents, and need not be related to each other or to any resident of the 
residential home. 
 
Standards for Nursing Home, Convalescent Home, Retirement Home required by 
the Morrow County Zoning Ordinance 6.050(D): 
1.  Such uses may be authorized as a conditional use only after consideration of the following 
factors: 

a.  Sufficient area provided for the building, required yards, and off-street parking 
(related structures and uses such as a manse, parochial school, or parish house are 
considered separate principal uses and additional lot areas shall be required therefore). 
b.  Location of the site relative to the service area shall be considered. 
c.  Probable growth and needs of the community shall be considered. 
d.  Site location relative to land uses in the vicinity shall be considered. 
e.  Adequacy of access to and from principal streets together with the probable effects 
on the traffic volumes of abutting and nearby streets. 

 
2.  Such uses or related buildings shall be at least 30 feet from a side or rear lot line. 
 
3.  Such uses may be built to exceed the height limitations of the zone in which it is located to a 
maximum height of 50 feet if the total floor area of the building does not exceed the area of the 
site and if the yard dimensions in each case are equal to at least two-thirds of the height of the 
principal structure. 
 
Standards for Nursing Home, Convalescent Home, Retirement Home required by 
the Oregon Revised Statutes: 
197.665 Locations of residential homes.  
(1) Residential homes shall be a permitted use in: 

(a) Any residential zone, including a residential zone which allows a single-family 



dwelling; and 
(b) Any commercial zone which allows a single-family dwelling. 

 
(2) A city or county may not impose any zoning requirement on the establishment and 
maintenance of a residential home in a zone described in subsection (1) of this section that is 
more restrictive than a zoning requirement imposed on a single-family dwelling in the same 
zone. 
 
(3) A city or county may: 

(a) Allow a residential home in an existing dwelling in any area zoned for farm use, 
including an exclusive farm use zone established under ORS 215.203; 
(b) Impose zoning requirements on the establishment of a residential home in areas 
described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, provided that these requirements are no 
more restrictive than those imposed on other nonfarm single-family dwellings in the 
same zone; and 
(c) Allow a division of land for a residential home in an exclusive farm use zone only as 
described in ORS 215.263 (9). [1989 c.564 §4; 2001 c.704 §5] 

 
197.667 Location of residential facility; application and supporting documentation 
(1) A residential facility shall be a permitted use in any zone where multifamily residential uses 
are a permitted use. 
 
(2) A residential facility shall be a conditional use in any zone where multifamily residential uses 
are a conditional use. 
 
(3) A city or county may allow a residential facility in a residential zone other than those zones 
described in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, including a zone where a single-family 
dwelling is allowed. 
 
(4) A city or county may require an applicant proposing to site a residential facility within its 
jurisdiction to supply the city or county with a copy of the entire application and supporting 
documentation for state licensing of the facility, except for information which is exempt from 
public disclosure under ORS 192.496 to 192.530. However, cities and counties shall not require 
independent proof of the same conditions that have been required by the Department of Human 
Services under ORS 418.205 to 418.327 for licensing of a residential facility.  
 
197.670 Zoning requirements and prohibitions for residential homes and 
residential facilities 
(1) As of October 3, 1989, no city or county shall: 

(a) Deny an application for the siting of a residential home in a residential or commercial 
zone described in ORS 197.665 (1). 
(b) Deny an application for the siting of a residential facility in a zone where multifamily 
residential uses are allowed, unless the city or county has adopted a siting procedure 
which implements the requirements of ORS 197.667. 

 
(2) Every city and county shall amend its zoning ordinance to comply with ORS 197.660 to 
197.667 as part of periodic land use plan review occurring after January 1, 1990. Nothing in this 
section prohibits a city or county from amending its zoning ordinance prior to periodic review. 
[1989 c.564 §6] 
 
443.225 Location and capacity of domiciliary care facilities. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided by subsections (3) and (4) of this section, the capacity of all 
domiciliary care facilities must be located throughout the state based on the relationship of 

(a) the population of the county in which the additional capacity is proposed to be 



located to 
(b) the number of persons originating from the county determined to be in need of 
domiciliary care by the Department of Human Services. However, nothing in this 
subsection is intended to prevent the placement of a person who is or was not a resident 
of the county in a domiciliary care facility in the county. 

 
(2) Where a county is too sparsely populated to produce a meaningful ratio of county population 
to population in need, or a county is lacking necessary support services, the population of two 
or more counties may be combined. The area of the combined counties may be considered a 
county for purposes of subsection (1) of this section. 
 
(3) The computation required by subsection (1) of this section shall not require reduction in any 
domiciliary care facility capacity existing on October 4, 1977. 
 
(4) Subject to the appropriate licensing requirements, the governing body of a county may 
authorize a domiciliary care facility located in the county to exceed the capacity limit imposed by 
subsection (1) of this section upon: 

(a) Request of an individual or organization operating or proposing to operate a 
domiciliary care facility; 
(b) Consultation with an advisory committee appointed by the governing body and 
consisting of persons who are particularly interested in the type of domiciliary care 
facility contemplated; and 
(c) Finding of good cause following notice and public hearing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


